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Increased traffic growth in the first half of 2018; very high punctuality of
air traffic control.
Geneva, 20 August 2018 Skyguide, the Swiss air navigation services provider
(ANSP), operated and monitored 614,348 IFR flights in the first six months of 2018, an
increase of 4.1% over the same period last year. Despite the significantly higher
volume of traffic, skyguide achieved an excellent operating performance in the first half
of 2018. 96.6% of all flights were handled without delay by air traffic control in Europe's
most complex airspace.
Significantly more flights
The monthly volume of air traffic handled by skyguide increased steadily in the first half
of 2018. The largest increase was recorded in June at 5.8%. Traffic growth in the first
half of the year was at the level of the European average - strongly influenced by the
increase in flights from Turkey, Spain, Poland and Israel (more than 100 flights per day
each).
Eurocontrol's statistics confirm that the development of traffic volumes in the first half of
2018 shows strong differences between traffic categories. However, all market
segments are growing, with the charter segment recording the highest growth. This is
due to the strong increase in tourist flows between North Africa and Europe, the Middle
East and Russia.
Development of air traffic volume in the first half of the year by category (Europe)
Charter flights
Traditional airlines
Cargo flights
Business aviation
Low-cost carriers

+ 20.6%
+ 4.5%
+ 2.3%
+ 2.2%
+ 1.6%

The first-half growth in en-route traffic volumes handled in Switzerland – 6.5% – is 2.5
points above of the growth of period January-June 2017. The number of controlled
movements (takeoffs and landings) throughout Switzerland, on the other hand, has
stagnated (+0.3%). Zurich airport records a rise of 2.3% in IFR movements, whereas
Geneva airport records a decrease of the same magnitude (-2.3%). The traffic handled
at Switzerland’s regional airports shows a small decrease (-0.1%).
Skyguide’s Geneva and Dübendorf area control centres or ACCs are both in growth,
with 1.7% and 5.6% respectively, with the growth in Zurich ACC being higher than
expected.
Skyguide’s busiest day to date in the first half of 2018 was Friday 29 June, when a total
of 4,380 flights were handled.
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2018 first-half movement volumes by area control centre and airport:
January-June 2018

January-June 2017

Change

Area control centres
Geneva
Zurich

339‘520
399‘693

333‘839
378‘655

+1.7%
+5.6%

IFR arrivals/departures
Bern
Buochs
Donaueschingen
Friedrichshafen
Geneva
Grenchen
Les Eplatures
Lugano
Sion
St. Gallen Altenrhein
Zurich

7'923
1’235
883
7’398
91’710
2’280
1’098
3’832
3’503
5’199
130’989

7’822
1’158
804
7’741
93’860
2’367
954
4’335
3’347
5’117
128’035

+ 1.3%
+ 6.6%
+ 9.8%
- 4.4%
- 2.3%
- 3.7%
+ 15.1%
- 11.6%
+ 4.7%
+ 1.6%
+ 2.3%

Weather is the main reason for delays
Most air traffic control delays occur during peak times. Average delays (delays/flights)
increased by 19.1% in the first six months compared to the previous year. In fact, only
3.4% of flights were affected by these delays. 50% of these delays are due to the
weather. 40% of delays were caused by a significantly higher traffic load than forecast.
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Skyguide provides air navigation services for Switzerland and certain adjacent parts of
neighbouring countries. With its 1,500 employees at 14 locations in Switzerland, the company
guides some 1.2 million civil and military flights a year safely and efficiently through Europe’s
busiest airspace. Skyguide is well integrated into the international air navigation services
community and, with its innovative and customer-minded solutions, helps enhance
Switzerland’s appeal as a place to live, work and do business. The company is majority-owned
by the Swiss Confederation, and is headquartered in Geneva.

