medienmitteilung
communiqué aux médias
media release
Skyguide CEO Alex Bristol takes over as FABEC Chairman
Geneva, 18 January 2021 – The Functional Airspace Block Europe Central
(FABEC) States have appointed Switzerland as FABEC Council presidency, thus
taking over the yearly rotating chairmanship. At the same time, Alex Bristol, CEO
of skyguide, is taking over the chairmanship of the air navigation service
providers brought together in the FABEC this year.
Alex Bristol, newly appointed Chairman of the CEO Board of Air Navigation Service
Providers (ANSPs) of FABEC, sets clear objectives for his term: enhanced
environmental focus, a further strengthening of cooperation between FABEC States
and ANSPs, as well as between the Functional Airspace Blocks themselves. Focus
also remains on the continuous improvement of the provision of safe and robust critical
infrastructure for public, passengers and airspace users.
Alex Bristol takes over this 1-year role from Prof Klaus-Dieter Scheurle, former
Chairman and CEO of Deutsche Flugsicherung GmbH (DFS).
FABEC States have also confirmed their continued commitment to FABEC in support
of the Single European Sky in areas including safety management, digitalisation and
environmental sustainability.
"Collaboration between FABEC members is a proven catalyst for improvement and will
be a cornerstone for the success of the Single European Sky in the coming years.
Based on our cooperation we will push for further improvements to fulfil the needs of
society in terms of mobility and environmental sustainability. Involving the whole
European ANSP network in pursuit of these objectives delivers further benefit to
airspace users", says Alex Bristol, newly appointed FABEC Chairman and CEO of
skyguide.
The airspace of the six FABEC States of Belgium, France, Germany, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands and Switzerland is one of the busiest and most complex in the world. The
majority of the major European airports, major civil airways and military training areas
are located in this area. FABEC airspace covers 1.7 million km² and handles about
55% of European air traffic.
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Skyguide provides air navigation services for Switzerland and certain adjacent parts of
neighbouring countries. With its 1,500 employees at 14 locations in Switzerland, the
company guided in 2020 around 0.5 million (previously around 1.3 million) civil and
military flights safely and efficiently through Europe’s busiest airspace. Skyguide is well
integrated into the international air navigation services community and, with its
innovative and customer-minded solutions, helps enhance Switzerland’s appeal as a
place to live, work and do business. The company is majority-owned by the Swiss
Confederation, and is headquartered in Geneva.
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